
April 21, 2021

To:

The Jewish Public Library

5151 Côte-Ste-Catherine Road

Montreal, Quebec H3W 1M6

Dear Jewish Public Library,

We are writing to express our concern about the library’s decision to produce an event,

using library funds donated by your members as well as public funding, featuring Gad

Saad.

Mile End Chavurah is a member of the library, and we have always held the Jewish

Public Library in high regard. If the Jewish Public Library considers itself an open and

welcoming place for all people, they will have abandoned and alienated many by hosting

this event.

Professor Saad is a polarizing figure who seems to revel in his divisiveness. He addresses

complex and nuanced issues with a marked lack of respect, balance, or rigour. This lack

of respect extends to many of JPL’s members and constituents, including LGBTQTIA

members of the Mile End Chavurah community, whose viewpoints and identities are

implicated in Professor Saad’s at times belittling and dismissive critiques.

We at Mile End Chavurah believe in the importance of the free and open exchange of

ideas. We urge JPL, which as a library is founded upon the dedication to that exchange,

to remember that along with the privilege of engaging with the world of ideas comes the

responsibility to listen to, respect, and recognize the humanity of others. This is among

the core values of Judaism, and, we trust, of JPL’s mission. We do not see in Professor

Saad’s work an acknowledgment or reflection of this value.



We urge JPL to invest in future programming that will be more thoughtful and sensitive

to the needs of all its patrons and supporters.

Sincerely,

The Board of Directors of Mile End Chavurah

Benji Loomer

Daniel Seligman

Dan Levy

Eva Margo-Dermer

Joseph Rosen

Mindy Stricke

Nancy Rotman

Sara Laimon

Yaakov Stern

Peter Horowitz, Director of Operations


